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Sir Tim Hunt, a Nobel Prize-winning scientist and Royal Society fellow, has today resigned his professorial post at
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University College London’s faculty of life sciences. His resignation follows'comments he made earlier this week,

at a conference in South Korea, about ‘girls’ in science labs: ‘Let me tell you about my trouble with girls... three

things happen when they are in the lab... You fall in love with them, they fall in love with you and when you
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Both UCL and the Royal Society _Eam&mﬁm_v\ mosmrﬁ to distance themselves from Hunt’stremarks, which he has
since suggested were intended to be rmrﬁrmmﬁmm "Hunt has since issued arl m@o_omﬁ\._,g really, really sorry 1

caused any offence, that’s awful. 1 certainly didn’t mean ] just meant to be honest, actually.” But this has not
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criticise them, they cry.



(Female s benbistke ARE SC)ENTISTS)

been enough to prevent a wave of Emmmﬁmﬂm@mﬂ.ﬁmﬁmm:gm public criticism of, Hunt. Female scientists have taken to

Twitter to post pictures of themselves in-theirlabs under the banner #DistractinglySexy. The Guardian is asking

women to share their stories of sexism in science.
sexisyr and Chavvinistic bevaviors
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But this is precisely the point.\Hunt is a scientist] his talents lie in biochemistry, particularly in cells msm proteins,
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scientists The members of Hunt’s lab will no longer have e e el A - The work he had
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been pursuing will
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Hunt’s remarks are being taken/seriously because sciencé have a
gender problem. Despite campaigns stretching back over many decades, only 16 per cent of professors in science,

engineering and technology subjects are female. David Colquhoun, emeritus professor of pharmacology at PRO-TIP

Pudlic omments
University College London, said Hunt’s comments were a ‘disaster for the advancement of women’.-But-are inS. Koreco
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Hunt’s resignation reminds us thatxin today’s wnis : : . is
far more important than any contribution to knowledge an-idi ic-individual might make. Aeademies-and

nti-harassment policies and safe-space initiatives. The-pressure
i pact$-ea everyone, from students to world-renowned
scientists. Everyone 2

) SAFER ANID RESPECTED.

Joanna Williams is education editor at spiked. She is also a senior lecturer in higher education at the University of

Kent and the author of Consuming Higher Education: Why Learning Can'’t Be Bought. (Buy this book from

Amazon(UK).) s |
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