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THE SCIENCE OF SOCIETY

HEALTH CARE (HTTP://WWW PSMAG.COM/CATEGORY /KICKERS /HEALTH-CARE/) Ib

You’ve seen Ebola and other viral hernurrhaglc fevers depicted on screens both large and small, but what health care workers are currently .
fighting in West Africa is worse than anything writers have dreamed up. ﬂ_\_ \-Ql—lb'\‘ i : \.-l. o\(’k_na, A edjq_ C}'Lm
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oved on to viruses, becoming fascinated with the least-understood and most terrifying group known to man: viral

organelles.

By eighth grade I had
hemorrhagiefes genre that claims yellow fever, dengue fever, and the Marburg and Ebola viruses. I learned that Ebola isn’t a scary virus
ellow fever may have wiped out more than (http://ocp.hulharvard.edu/contagion/yellowfever.html)10 percent
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S at These bats serve as natural reservoirs, occasionally infecting other animals—from
pTimates to antelopes, porcupines, rodents, dogs, and plgs Most strams that can mfect humans are extremely contagious and ex eedlngl
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N 1994, RICHARD PRESTON, the New Yorker comn w o has written a number of books about infectious disease, commented, “Ebola
does in 10 days what it takes AIDS 10 years to aceomphsh? C. 0 P

(http:/fwww.cdc. gov/vhf/ebola/resources/outbreak table html)in what's now the Democratic Republic of the Congo in-1976. Tiat’s an 88

perlc tahty rate. T me year, virulent strain appeared in Sudan: fected, 151 dead. It was ¢ before the utbreak:
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recorded a series of distinct Ebola epidemics in Gabon a é Aaltm i af%?&lty rate etween 25 and 90 percent.
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